
 
 
 
 
 

NYSAMS welcomes all who are interested in mathematics education                                     
to join our NYSAMS community.   
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NYSAMS Survey 
How can we serve you? 
What topics would you like in our 
Summits? 
Would you like to recommend a speaker 
and topic 
?https://forms.gle/V8GS3TgLoX5aZumL7 
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With all that we’ve been through this past year, it is clear to see that we have the stamina and determination to persevere in the 

2021-2022 academic year.  Much has changed, and with the new delta variant, changing CDC guidance, and now, even our 

leadership, we press on for the benefit of our children and their future.  NYSAMS welcomes soon to be Governor Kathy Hochul 

and we wish her the best as she leads New York State through the challenges ahead.  In the face of the initial challenges of 

COVID-19, we all pulled together (while socially distancing), adapted, and made the most of the situation to educate our 

students in spite of a raging pandemic.  We will accomplish that again, and we will do so much more to serve all of our students 

and prepare them the best that we can. 

While there are many gaps in learning that we need to fill, many of our students began to excel with technology and quickly 

become experts in their own right.  Our own learning increased tremendously as well, as we rose to the challenge and became 

veterans at virtual instruction/PD, often over many platforms, such as Microsoft TEAMS, ZOOM, Collaborate Ultra, and Google.  

Likewise, we saw changes in our professional organizations as professional conferences were held virtually.  

Beyond learning to implement various forms of technology and adapt them to maximize student learning, we tackled the ideas 

of access and equity in mathematics instruction.  We also saw first-hand that, in terms of access to learning, digital equity 

stands out as major obstacle for an overwhelming number of students throughout the state.  Lack of internet access, sporadic 

connectivity, lack of bandwidth to support multiple siblings learning from home, and lack of devices with which to access virtual 

learning all played a part in students being absent from instruction for extended periods of time.  These experiences were not 

relegated to only a handful of districts.  Urban, suburban, and rural districts alike all contained populations who faced adverse 

realities due to access and digital equity issues.  Returning to classrooms in September might once again mask the situation, 

however, digital equity cannot become a forgotten topic.  Moving forward, some of the virtual office hours and supports that we 

used will be the good things that we continue.  All students will need meaningful access to such supports, especially those who 

experienced adverse effects of missing out on meaningful instruction due to digital access and equity issues from March 2020 

through June 2021. 

Moving forward, NYSAMS will continue to hold virtual events for the2021-2022 academic year.   We anticipate resuming in-

person events in November 2022; however, we will consider guidance from NYS, CDC, SUNY, and NYSED (as well as practices of 

our affiliate partner organizations) to adapt in a prudent manner.  NYSAMS will continue to hold the safety and wellbeing of all 

of our members, our students, our colleagues, and our fellow citizens in the highest regard.  We will stay connected, in the 2021-

2022 academic year, through Virtual Summit Sessions (our first one is 9-22-2021 with NYSED) and eblasts.   

Our NYSAMS Community Level Membership is free to all who wish to join.  This membership level will give you access to the 

NYSAMS News Briefs and NYSAMS Community eblasts. 

Concerning our 2021-2022 NYSAMS Virtual Summit Series, all participants in those virtual events will receive their 2021-2022 

NYSAMS Full Membership, free of charge.  In the future, when NYSAMS Full membership dues get reinstated, NYSAMS Full 

membership will include all of the benefits of the NYSAMS Community membership, as well as reduced admissions to any 

NYSAMS virtual or in-person events beginning in 2022. 

On behalf of NYSAMS, I wish everyone the best. – Dennis Brancato – NYSAMS President 
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